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Duke expressed special pleasure in meeting
eighty-two survivors of the first pioneers, and
observed that to their pluck and perseverance
may be attributed the present flourishing state
of the colony. He also did not fail to notice
the success they had had in reconciling the
original inhabitants to their rule.
When all the functions were over the Ophir
passed on to Lyttelton, the port of Christ-
church, on the Middle Island. Far behind
this city stretch the vast Canterbury Plains,
some of the finest grazing land in the world,
and which produce the famous New Zealand
mutton and lamb. It was Canterbury that
led the way in raising volunteers for the war,
and met the expenses entirely by public sub-
scription. Therefore the Duke was delighted
to lay a foundation-stone of a monument to
their memory and to that of the early pioneers,
the " Canterbury pilgrims."
There was one more visit to pay before
turning back, and that was to Dunedin, " the
new Edinburgh of the Southern Seas." The
city, as its name betrays, was chiefly founded
by Scotchmen and staunch supporters of the
Free Kirk; but when, in 1861, gold was dis-
covered, an incursion of diggers took place,
and the Scotch monopoly was broken down.
A Catholic cathedral stands on the finest site